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The Hamilton Naturalists- Club promotes public interest in the 
Gonser vation and appreciation of our natural heritage. 
Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and 
visitors are always welcome. Outdoor field events are scheduled 
for every month and a complete listing for the entire season may 
5 ! ° b ' : f“ e ? rl fr “ the M«bership Director. The Hamilton 
dnnatoi,! Clu ^ ls a registered charitable organization and all 
donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 
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Noti ce of January and February Monthly Meetings 


Time: 
Location: 


Programme: 


Monday, January 9, 1989; 8:00 p.m. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium 
680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington, Ont. 

"The Queen Charlottes; The Eco-Politics of a 
Birdwatcher" 

Rev. Peter Hamel gives an update on birds, logging, 
and the Haida Indians. 


Time: 
Location: 


Programme: 


Monday, February 13, 1989; 8:00 p.m. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium 
680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington, Ont. 

Faunal Analysis; its role in Archeology -an Ontario 
Observation" 

Ms. Rosemary Prevec explains how bird and animal 
bones help archeologists. 

********* 

. ) ' ' ' 

Notice of Upcoming Field Events 


Sunday, January 8 
DUCK COUNT 

There is always the possibility that a winter rarity will turn up. 
Past winters have seen Barrow's Goldeneye and Harlequin Ducks. 

his is the fourth year that our Club has participated recently, 
so call Denys to help out. 

Compiler -Denys Gardiner 519-758-5120 

Sunday, January 29 

HAWKS & OWLS OF HALDIMAND COUNTY 

This will be primarily a driving tour of Haldimand. The area is 
well known for the number of species which winter here; owls and 
lawks are particularly abundant. In the event of bad weather, the 
outing will be postponed to Sunday, February 5. Meet at the 
traffic lights at the intersection of Hwy. 6 & 54, Caledonia, at 
9:00 a.m. Bring a lunch. 

Leader -Bruce Duncan 387-3904 

Monday, January 16; 7:30 p.m. 

BIRD STUDY GROUP 

An informal meeting featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, an identification session, and a workshop, film or set 
of slides about some aspect of birds. Meet at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Royal Botanical Gardens Nature Centre. 

Organizer -Bruce Duncan 387-3904 
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Hamilton Study Area Butterfly Summary -1988 

by Bill Lamond 

(Ed. note: This is the first part of a three part article, which 
will be continued in subsequent issues of the newsletter.) 

This report is a summary of butterfly observations in the 
Hamilton Study Area (HSA, 40.2 km radius from Dundurn Castle, 
Hamilton) in 1988. This is the first report of this nature for the 
HSA, that attempts to document the first and last dates of 
occurrence of each species, as well as listing all locality 
information for the less common species. It is hoped that this 
summary will become an annual forum for detailing area sightings. 
All naturalists interested in butterflies are encouraged to submit 
their HSA sightings next year, so that the 1989 summary will be as 
complete as possible. 

General Summary for 1988 

A total of 68 species of butterflies were observed in the HSA 
in 1988. The unofficial Hamilton area list stands at 85 species, 
however a comprehensive literature search has not been attempted, 
so this total is undoubtedly higher. A list of those species on 
the unofficial list, but not observed this year, is given at the 
end of the species accounts. 

There were several exciting finds during the 1988 field 
season. Bob Curry discovered a location that was simply 
outstanding for butterflies. This site was the abandoned CNR 
railway bed just west of Branchton, where 37 butterfly species were 
encountered. Of these 37 species, 7 are considered rare in Ontario 
(Wormington 1987), including Little Glassy Wing, Mulberry Wing, 
Dion Skipper, Black Dash, Two-spotted Skipper, Edward's Hairstreak 
and Baltimore. This site rivals the Crieff Bog as the finest place 
known in the area for butterfly study, and one does not have to be 
on the lookout for approaching trains! 

Speaking of the Crieff Bog, its accumulated total of species 
has reached 51. The most exciting news from there this year was 
the discovery of the Leonardus Skipper. Other new finds there were 
Litte Glassy Wing, Dion Skipper, Painted Lady and White Admiral. 

The award for the "Rare Stray of the Year" goes to Kevin 
McLaughlin for his finding of a Giant Swallowtail at Rock Chapel 
Sanctuary (McLaughlin 1988). This is only the second modern day 
record for the Hamilton area, and interestingly enough, it came one 
year to the day after the first modern day record (Lamond 1987). 

Another major highlight for the season was the discovery of 
several new locations for the endangered (in Ontario) West Virginia 
White, which are detailed by Lamond (in press). 

Also noteworthy this year was the discovery of 12 sites for 
the Little Glassy Wing, a species that is rarely reported for 
Ontario. 

There were several other lesser highlights this year which are 
discussed in the annotations of the following species accounts. 
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Abbreviations and Symbols 

* An asterisk beside the common name indicates that all records of 
this species are included in this report, except possibly for 
site duplications. Species without the asterisk are considered 
too common to list all observations and usually only the first 
and last dates of occurrence are given. 

FO/LO -First/last observation of an overwintering adult. 

F/L -First/last record of a single brooded species. 

Fl-Fo/Ll-L3 -First/last record of the first, second or third brood. 

Initialized Observers: 

AW -Alan Wormington 
BB -Bob Bowles 
BC -Bob Curry 
BL -Bill Larnond 
KG -Kathleen Gardiner 
KM -Kevin McLaughlin 
LC -Laurie Consaul 

UTM -Universal Transverse Mercator grid reference to within 100 m. 


County Shortforms; 

BRAN -Brant Co. 

HALT -Halton R.M. 

HANO -Haldimand-Norfoik R.M. 
HAWE -Hamilton-Wentworth R.M. 
NIAG -Niagara R.M. 

MATE -Waterloo R.M. 

WELL -Wellington Co. 


Species Accounts 


P a t e i. Co. UTM Location 


Observers 


Sliver Spotted Skipper * 


Jun 25 F 1 
Jun 26 2 
Jul 16 1 
Jul 17 1 
Jul 28 L 2 


HALT 815123 
HALT 831094 
HAWE 860928 
WATE 590955 
HAWE - 


Epargyreus clarus) 

1.2 km SSE of Guelph Junction BL 


3.5 km WNW of Kilbride BC,BL 

Rock Chapel Sanctuary AW 

1.0 km WNW of Branchton BC 

Radial Line, Ancaster BC 


Northern 
Jul 5 F 
Jul 9 
Jul 10 
Jul 24 L 


Cloudy Wing * (Thoryhes pylades) 

4 HALT 831181 Hilton Falls C.A. 

5 HALT 86/181 0.5 km SE of Milton Heights 

1 HAWE 887930 Raspberry House, R.B.G. 

1 WELL 710072 Crieff Bog 


BL 

BL 

BL 

KM 


Dreamy Dusky Wing * (Erynnis icel us) 


May 

28 

F 

6 

HAWE 

723016 

Jun 

24 


2 

WELL 

710072 

Jun 

26 


2 

HALT 

828100 

Jun 

26 


1 

HALT 

847108 

Jul 

5 

L 

1 

HALT 

816163 


8th Cone, at Spencer Creek 
Crieff Bog 

5.2 km S of Campbellville 
4.0 km NW of Lowville 

1.2 km NNW of Campbellville 


BL, KM 
BL 

BL, BC 
BL, BC 
BL 


Juvenal's Dusky Wing (Erynnis juvena 1 is) 

May 4 F 3 HAWE - Kirkwall area BL 

May 24 12 WATE 514941 Sudden Tract BL 

Jun 13 L 1 NIAG -- 2.4 km WSW of Abingdon BL 

Juvenal s Dusky Wing is by far the most common Dusky Wing 
species in the HSA. It is single brooded and is difficult to 
find by mid—June, thus any Dusky Wing seen in Julv or later will 
not be this species. 






Columbine 

Dus 

hy Win* 

i * (Er 

ytin is lucillus) 


May 21 FI 

1 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff Bog 

BL 

May 28 LI 

2 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff Bog 

BL,KM,BB 

Jul 16 F2 

2 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff Bog 

BL, AW 

Aug 1 L2 

1 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff Bog 

BC 


Any Dusky Wing seen from mid-July onwards will likely be this 
species, although some of the rarer species of Dusky Wing cannot 
be ruled out. 


Common Sooty Wing * (Pholisora catullus) 

May 31 FI 1 NIAG 126616 1.0 km SW of Winslow BL 

Although listed as common by Wormington (1970), the Common Sooty 
Wing is definitely uncommon in the HSA. Its typical habitat 
indicates that it should be very common (the above record is 
from a cattle barn), however this species is nonetheless seldom 
encountered. No individuals of the second brood were recorded 
this year. Campbell et al. (1986) propose that this species be 
considered uncommon in the Carolinean Forest Zone in Ontario. 


Arctic 

Skipper * 

(Carterocepha 

us 

palaemon) 


May 

29 

F 

1 

WELL 

708171 

5.1 

km 

SE of Arkell 

BB 

Jun 

16 


1 

HAWE 

731023 

3.0 

km 

ESE of Valeris 

BL 

Jun 

17 


1 

WELL 

706112 

1.7 

km 

ESE of Aberfovle 

BL 

Jun 

27 

L 

1 

HALT 

848126 

0.4 

km 

S of Crawford Lake 

BL 


This misnamed species (it actually inhabits the boreal forest 
zone) is at the southern edge of its Ontario range in the HSA. 
It is most common in the extensive forests of the northern half 
of the HSA, however there are old records for Cayuga and 
Decewsville (Carson 1987). 

Least Skipper ( Ancyloxpha nunii tor) 


Jun 

4 

FI 

1 

HANO 

007644 

3.2 

km 

SE of Empire Corners 

B L, I<M 

Jun 

25 

LI 

2 

HAWE 

810105 

2.9 

km 

S of Guelph Junction 

BL 

Jul 

26 

F2 

3 

HALT 

712208 

4.0 

km 

E of Arkell 

BL 

Oct 

1 

L2 

8 

HAWE 

996905 

Windermere Basin 

KM 


The second brood of this very common species appears to be far 
more numerous than the first brood in the HSA. This agrees with 
the situation at Point Pelee (Wormington 1983). 

European Skipper ( ThymeJicus lineola) 

Jun 14 F 1 HALT 955085 3.7 km ESE of Palermo BL 

Jul 17 L 2 HAWE - Carlisle BC 

The introduced European Skipper is by far the most common 
skipper in the area. It is often found in the most marginal of 
habitats. 

Leonardus Skipper * (Hesperia leonardus) 

Aug 20 F 1 WELL 713072 Crieff Bog BC,KM,BL 

This attractive skipper is seldom encountered due to its late 
flight season, however it probably is quite rare in the HSA. 


Peck's Skipper ( Polites coras ) 


Jun 

5 

FI 

1 

NIAG 

092625 

5.1 

km 

SE of Winslow 

BL 

Jul 

17 

LI 

2 

WATE 

590955 

1.0 

km 

WNW of Branchton 

BC 

Jul 

29 

F2 

1 

HALT 

733249 

6.1 

km 

S of Acton 

BL 

Sep 

1 

L2 

1 

BRAN 

808759 

5.2 

km 

SE of Trinity 

BL 

The 

two 

broods 

of this 

common 

species may in fact 

overlap, 


especially in areas where it is abundant. 
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Tawny-edcred Skii 


May 30 FI 1 MI AG 
Jul 17 LI 1 HAWE 
Jul 26 F2 1 HALT 
Aug 30 L2 3 HAWE 
As in the Peck 


1 {Polite.9 th emi s t ocl es ) 

3.5 km NW of Caistorville 

- Car-lisle 

712208 4.0 km E of Arkell 

855785 2.6 km W of Mt. Hone 


As in the Peck s Skipper, the two broods of the common Tawny— 
edged Skipper may in fact overlap,, especially in areas where it 
is abundant. 


Crossl ine Skipper * ( Polites origenes) 

Jul 6 F 1 HALT 826201 Hilton Falls C.A. 

Jul 12 1 WELL - Puslinch Lake 

Jul 16 L 20 WELL 706070 Crieff Bog 


Long Dash * 
Jun 14 F 1 
Jun 15 2 
Jun 17 3 
Jun 25 15 
Jun 26 3 
Jul 1 1 
Jul 4 2 
Jul 16 3 
Jul 16 1 
Jul 17 L 1 


(Polites niystic) 

HALT 955085 3.7 km ESE of Palermo 

HAWE 755035 3.0 km SW of Freelton 

HAWE 781969 1.5 km WSW of Hayesland 

HALT 810105 2.9 km S of Guelph Junction 

HALT 847108 4.0 km NW of Lowvilie 

HALT 834150 1.1 km E of Campbellville 

HALT 805170 3.5 km SE of Haltonville 

WELL 710072 Crieff Bog 

HAWE 723065 4.5 km ESE of Crieff 

HAWE - Carlisle 


Northern 
Jul 1 F 
Jul 4 
Jul 5 
Jul 9 
Jul 16 L 
Jul 16 L 
Jul 16 L 


Broken Dash * ( Wallengrenia egeremet) 


1 HALT 
1 HALT 

1 HALT 

2 HALT 

1 HAWE 
15 WELL 

2 HAWE 


Little Glass 

Jun 25 F 2 HAWE 810106 2.9 krn S of Guelph Junction BL 

Jun 27 1 HALT 847108 4.1 km WNW of Lowville BL 

Jun 29 1 HALT 850145 2.2 km ESE of Campbellville BL 

Ju -*- 1 2 HALT 834150 1.1 km E of Capmbellville BL 

^ u -*- 1 ^ HALT 863147 3.9 km E of Campbellville BL 

3 U 1 4 3 HALT 805170 3.5 km SE of Haltonville BL 

Jul 9 2 HALT 867181 0.5 km SE of Milton Heights BL 

Jul 12 1 WELL Puslinch Lake BC 

Jui 16 3 HAWE 860928 Rock Chapel Sanctuary AW 

Jul 16 12 WELL 710072 Crieff Bog AW BL 

Jul 16 7 HAWE 723065 4,5 krn ESE of Crieff AW,BL 

Jul 17 L 1 WATE 590955 1.0 km WNW of Branchton BC 

The Little Glassy Wing was previously unrecorded for the 
Hamilton area (Wormington 1970), however if this year's results 
aie any indication, this species may actually be fairly common 
in the HSA. This species is considered to be rare in Ontario 
(Wormington 1987). 


/ Wine 
HAWE 


834150 1.1 km E of Campbellville 

805170 3.5 km SE of Haltonville 

808189 Halton County Forest 
867181 0.5 km SE of Milton Hts. 

860928 Rock Chapel Sanctuary 
710072 Crieff Bog 
723065 4.5 km ESE of Crieff 

* (Pompeius verna) 

810106 2.9 km S of Guelnh ,7nnr>t--ir 


HALT 847108 


BL 

BC 

BL, AW 


BL 

BL 

BL 

BL 

BC , BL 

BL 

BL 

AW, BL 
AW, BL 
BC 


BL 

BL 

BL 

BL 

AW 

BL, AW 
BL, AW 
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Delaware Skipper * 


Jul 

Jul 

Jul 

Jul 

Jul 

Jul 

Jul 

Jul 


F 

F 


7 
7 
9 

12 
16 
17 
17 

26 L 
Listed 
would be 
uncommon 


1 

2 

5 

2 

3 
1 

4 
1 

as 


(Atrytone 
708130 
713072 
867181 


WELL 
WELL 
HALT 

WELL - 

HAWE 723065 

HAWE - 

WATE 590955 
725207 


log an) 

1.7 km E of Aberfoyle 
Crieff Bog 

0.5 km SE of Milton Hts 
Pus1inch Lake 
4.5 km ESE of Crieff 
Carlisle 

1.0 km WNW of Branchton 
5.0 km E of Arkell 


HALT 

common for the Hamilton area (Wormington 


more accurate to consider the Delaware Skipper 


BL 

BL 

BL 

BC 

AW, BL 
BC 
BC 
BL 

1970), it 
as being 


Hobomok Skipper ( Poanes hobomok) 

May 23 F 1 HAWE 874942 Berry C.A. I<M 

Jul 6 L 1 HALT 826201 Hilton Falls C.A. BL 

I he daik female form (pocahontas) of this very common species 
was not observed in the HSA in 1988. 


Broad_ winged Skipper * { Poanes viator) 


Jun 

27 

F 

1 

HALT 

847108 

4.1 

km 

Jul 

13 


5 

WATE 

590955 

1.0 

km 

Jul 

16 


20 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff 

Jul 

16 


10 

HAWE 

723065 

4.5 

km 

Jul 

25 


4 

HANO 

043656 

1.5 

km 

Jul 

27 

L 

1 

HALT 

712208 

4.4 

km 

Mulberrv 

Wing * ( Poanes massannit) 

Jul 

13 

F 

1 

WATE 

590955 

1.0 

km 

Jul 

17 

L 

3 

WATE 

590955 

1.0 

km 


BL 

BC 

AW, BL 
AW, BL 
BL 
BL 


BC 

BC 


Very few records of the Mulberry Wing exist for the HSA. This 
species is considered to be rare in Ontario (Wormington 1987) 
and rare in the Carolinean Forest Zone of Ontario (Campbell et 
al . 1986) . 


Dion Skipper 

* {Euphyes dion) 


Jul 

16 

F 

3 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff Bog 


Jul 

16 

F 

6 

HAWE 

723065 

4.5 km ESE 

of 

Jul 

17 

L 

2 

WATE 

590955 

1.0 km WNW 

of 

Jul 

17 

L 

1 

HAWE 


Carlisle 



AW, BL 

Crieff AW,BL 

Branchton BC 

. - BC 

The Dion Skipper is considered to be rare in Ontario (Wormington 
1987) and uncommon in the Carolinean Forest Zone of Ontario 
(Campbell et al. 1986). 


Black Dash * 
Jul 13 F 4 
Jul 16 15 

Jul 16 10 

Jul 17 1 

Jul 17 4 

Aug 9 L 1 
The Black 
1987) and 
(Campbell 


(Euphyes conspicua) 


WATE - Glen Morris BC 

WELL 710072 Crieff Bog AW 

HAWE 723065 4.5 km ESE of Crieff AW 

HAWE - Carlisle BC 

WATE 590955 1.0 km WNW of Branchton BC 

WELL 710072 Crieff Bog BL 


Dash is considered to be rare in Ontario (Wormington 
uncommon in the Carolinean Forest Zone of Ontario 
et al . 1986). 
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Two-spotted Skippe r * (Euphves bimacula) 

Jul 17 F 1 WATE 590955 1.0 km WNW of Branchton BC 

The Two-spotted Skipper is considered to be rare in Ontario 
(Worrnington 1987) and uncommon in the Carolinean Forest Zone of 
Ontario (Campbell et al. 1986). 


Dun Skipper * (Euphves ruricola) 


Jul 

7 

F 

1 

WELL 

708130 

1.7 km E of Aberfovle 

BL 

Jul 

12 


15 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff Bog 

BC 

Jul 

12 


2 

WELL 

— 

Pus1inch Lake 

BC 

Jul 

13 


2 

IIAWE 


Copetown 

BC 

Jul 

13 


4 

WATE 

590955 

1.0 km WNW of Branchton 

BC 

Jul 

15 


4 

HALT 

977946 

Beach Canal 

BC 

Jul 

16 


20 

HAWE 

723065 

4.5 km ESE of Crieff 

AW , BL 

Jul 

17 


10 

IIAWE 


Carlisle 

BC 

Jul 

26 


2 

HALT 

712208 

4.4 km E of Arkell 

BL 

Jul 

29 


2 

HALT 

783249 

6.1 km S of Acton 

BL 

Aug 

5 


1 

HALT 

820299 

1.8 km S of Limehouse 

BL 

Aug 

16 

L 

1 

I-IANO 

873643 

2.3 km WNW of York 

BL 
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Windermere Basin -A Conservation Success Story? 

by Christine Bishop & Rob Dobos 

Members of our Club have for a long time had an interest in 
Windermere Basin as a great local birding spot. However, concern 
over this site was aroused when talk of dredging Windermere's 
contaminated sediments began several years ago. An amount of $4.5 
million had been committed to the clean-up by five public agencies, 
including Environment Canada, Ontario Ministry of the Environment 
(MOE), City of Hamilton, Region of Hamilton-Wentworth and Hamilton 
Harbour Commissioners, who are the official proponents of the 
project. 

These sediments contain high levels of toxic metals, 
especially lead, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). These 
contaminants may accumulate in the worms living in the sediments 
which are eaten by ducks and shorebirds using Winderemere. It is 
in the best interest of the birds using the area that the site be 
cleaned—up but this same clean-up would also ruin existing wetland 
habitat in the Basin. 

We (the Conservation Committee) felt that this dredging 
project provided a great opportunity to rehabilitate the Basin for 
wildlife habitat after completion of the dredging. The Basin would 
still be an attractant for waterfowl because of its role as a 
settling pond for effluents from the Hamilton Sewage Treatment 
Plant. The problem of contaminated historical sediments would be 
removed and the present and future sediment loading to the Basin 
would be of a much cleaner nature. It seemed a good idea to try 
to enhance the area for the wildlife that would be using it anyway 
and in so doing, would restore some of the lost historical wetlands 
of Hamilton Harbour. 

We presented our views to the Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action 
Plan (RAP) Stakeholders in 1987. This involved showing slides of 
the many bird species which regularly occur at Windermere and 
pointing out our concern for habitat loss in the Harbour. The 
Stakeholders agreed that a wildlife habitat component should be 
incorporated into the Winderemere plan. The chairman of the 
Windermere Basin Technical Advisory Committee (WBTAC) attended this 
presentation and asked that we repeat this talk to his committee. 
The WBTAC had been unaware of the significance of Windermere as a 
wildlife habitat and agreed to the recommendation that a littoral 
zone be incorporated along the berms which would be built in the 
Basin to confine the sediments. The littoral zone would allow for 
the establishment of emergent vegetation to provide habitat for 
wildlife. 

We later met with the local biologist from Ducks Unlimited 
and representatives from Environment Canada at Windermere to get 
advice on how to best design this habitat construction. They 
suggested that a littoral zone should vary in slope up to a ratio 
of 1:10 and that as much edge be created as possible to optimize 
the habitat for the birds which use it. This advice was relayed 
to the WBTAC for incorporation into their project design. 

This seemed like a great achievement at the time -naturalists' 
convince engineers that habitat is worth creating! However, the 
consultant who was retained to prepare the Environmental Assessment 
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document with details of the dredging proposal did not incorporate 
our wildlife habitat recommendations into his report. In fact, the 
EA report was devoid of any mention of the significance of the 
Basin to wildlife, only stating that it was a health hazard to 
birds and that they should be discouraged from using the area. 
Apparently his terms of reference did not include the design of 
wildlife habitat. 

It was soon realized that no money would be available in the 
$4.5 million budget for the dredging project for a single cattail 
seed let alone a littoral zone, despite the recommendations of the 
WBTAC. This meant that $4.5 million of public money would be spent 
on a project which would ruin a wetland and waterbird staging area, 
despite official federal water resource policy statements that no 
federal projects should negatively impact wetlands. 

Letters were sent by us to the federal and provincial 
Ministers of the Environment urging them to place money into a 
trust fund so that wildlife habitat could be incorporated into the 
site. Copies of the letters were also sent to opposition MPP's in 
the Hamilton area, the enviroment critics of the oppostion parties, 
the Hamilton Harbour Commissioners, Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority (HRCA) and the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth. These 
groups were encouraged to demand that the government set up this 
trust fund. 

Although the MOE has passed the buck to the Ministry of 
Natural Resources by stating that habitat is not their mandate, 
Environment Canada has responded favourably to ouir suggestions. 
During the election campaign, federal Environment Minister Tom 
McMillan publicly promised to provide money for habitat 
rehabilitation in Hamilton Harbour. This was reiterated in letters 
from the Regional Director General to the Harbour Commissioners. 
At the same time, Regional Councillor Brian Hinkley presented a 
motion at a Regional Council meeting to support our request for the 
establishment of a habitat trust fund. This motion was initially 
rejected by the Council. However, after the announcement by Tom 
McMillan, the motion was reintroduced and the Council judiciously 
decided to pass it. We have also received a letter of support for 
our proposal from the HRCA. In light of these developments, we are 
now cautiously confident that a commitment to habitat in Windermere 
has been made. 

Nevertheless we will be following-up this promise with another 
letter to the new federal Environment Minister. We also plan to 
follow-up our letter to the MOE asking why the Ministry of the 
Natural Resources should pay to rehabilitate a habitat that another 
government ministry has paid to dredge and failed to follow through 
with any mitigative actions. 

This whole development demonstrates an important point to 
naturalists. Letter writing does make a difference! It is also 
important to find out who has control of an environmentally 
sensitive project and present your concerns and ideas to them in 
a non-threatening manner. Also contact your public represent¬ 
atives (politician,s) who can be moved to respond to your concerns. 
An important thing to realize is that most people do not understand 
the natural significance of many areas that we as naturalists may 
appreciate, and an important first step is to provide information 
regarding this to the agencies involved in development projects. 



These are the kinds of tactics that lead to a successful lobbying 
campaign on behalf of the environment. Also keep your ear to the 
giound about public meetings and new reports concerning development 
projects, and encourage others to get involved and write letters. 
All of these things will make a difference. 

* ****** * * 


A Wednesday Evening Walk 

by Shirley Klement 

Supper was eaten after work on a bench in the RBG's rose 
garden. Then at 6 o'clock, back to the parking lot. I was leading 
a hike foi the Naturalists and 22 showed up! It was a hot evening 
in August, but the pollution clouds had lifted almost for the first 
time this summer and it was a beautiful clear evening. Off we set 
across the Woodland Cemetery to the cliff edge of the Bay with 
Hamilton, sail boats, the steel mills, the water and the escarpment 
across from us. 

We saw an Osprey in a tree and then two others, one with a 
fish in its talons. Also seen were Mallards and Black Ducks, a 
cormorant, a Caspian Tern and gulls. We went around the great 
binding edge and down the rather steep and narrow path (careful of 
the poison ivy and fallen trees), to the shore of Carroll's Point. 
The water was smooth and there were the wildlife and the city, co¬ 
existent. Flowers we encountered were Vervain, Loosestrife, 
Mullein, Jerusalem Artichoke, Boneset, Silverweed and Skullcap. 
Everyone pitched in and collected the beer bottles and cans for 
their deposit which will help to buy another acre of Costa Rican 
ram forest. What a great idea! (Only $25.00 an acre.) 

We ventured along the shore through the jungle-like vegetation 
to the tip and there saw Knotweed, pink and white blowing in the 
bieeze, and Grass-leaved Goldenrod, Black Nightshade, and Sea 
Burdock. There were washed up boards to sit on and oh, how we 
wished for more time to stay. But Black-crowned Night-Herons, 
Great Blues and the sun setting over the High Level Bridge called 
us to climb back. But before that we all skipped stones in the 
smooth waters of the Bay. 

We returned along the path faster than coming to the tip and 
before the steep climb back we turned and saw three Mute Swans. 
Up we scampered. I was pulled by Ian and my walking stick! We 
returned to our cars and drove off home, some for ice cream cones 
at Easterbrooks. However, four of us followed Dave to another 
cemetery to see a rare plant in Canada. Dave found it this week, 
the Hoary Mountain Mint, in the only known location in Canada. We 
had to view it with flashlights, with bats flving above and the 
wonderful clearness of the bright lights of Hamilton across the 
Bay. And, as we turned to leave we saw fire flies, a wonderful 
memory of childhood evenings capturing them in a jar, and heard the 
exciting quivering call of a Screech-Owl. What an evening to 
remembei and to tell about, so off we went to recall the events for 
a housebound friend over a cup of tea. 
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by Mike Vuckovich 


It was a comfortably warm day beneath a slightly overcast 
early evening sky. About 35 of us gathered this Wednesday July 27 
at the Spencer Gorge Wilderness Area, Dundas, and were introduced 
to oui group leader, Nancy Lvne. Nancy was able to guicklv gain 
our respect as she led us over the rocks and roots of the Bruce 
Trail path, with crutch in hand! 


During the first part of our walk, we were shown the 
difference in leaf structure of the Blue Stem Goldenrod and its 
appiopriately named cousin, the Zig-zag Goldenrod. I, the novice, 
was introduced to a small American Toad which, I was told, was 
probably visiting our country for the summer holidays. You don't 
suppose somebody was pulling my leg, do you? 

The trail led to a slight clearing where we could see a 


spectactular layered limestone ledge that 
valley below. The valley, cut out by a 
Iroquoia, was thick with greenery, and the 
below could only be heard but not seen. 


overlooked the 
receding ancient 
rush of Spencer- 


deep 

Lake 

Creek 


Later along our trail, we were introduced to a variety of 
trees including the fragrant White Cedar, European Birch, Basswood, 
Red Oak and White Paper Birch with its bark, as its name suggests, 
wrapping the tree like a thick sheet of white paper. 

We also spotted some Sweet White Clover and Black Medic Clover 
which, unlike the Black Medic's name suggests, is identified by its 
yellow flower. Some of the more beautiful flowering plants I was 
introduced to included the Creeping Bell with its light blue-violet 
flowei, and the Moth Mullein, a flowering plant with white-pink 
petals and bright purple "innards". 


Something else I learned: How can you tell the difference 
between the plants Solomon's Seal and False Solomon’s Seal? Just 
look at the way its fruit hangs! 

Finally, our group came across Webster's Falls, a beautiful 
waterfall with its high bank draped by the bright orange berries 
of the Honey Suckle. Also, in the vicinity were the winding vines 
of Wild Grape, the fruit of which I'm told makes a great jelly! 

Some of the wildlife of the feathered variety that we 
encountered included a Mourning Dove (easily identified by its 
haunting, owl-like hooting call) and a Northern Oriole (Baltimore 
Oriole for you traditionalists). 


As our outing came to an end, I paused to reflect on the 
variety of plant and animal life we encountered this day. However, 
foi each new thing I learned, I seemed to come up with two new 
questions! Oh well, guess I'll just have to come out on more 
walks! 


Quotable quotes: "Never park your car under the White 
Mulberry tree.' This tree, introduced from China, has berries that 
birds just love! Figure it out! 
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1988 Hamilton Fall Bird Count 

by Kevin McLaughlin 

Area Covered : All parts within 40 kin centred on Dundurn Castle, 
Hamilton, Ontario, to include the Lake Ontario shoreline from Port 
Credit to Grimsby, the Conservation Areas of Taquanyah, Christie, 
Binbrook, Fifty Point and Valens, Bronte and Burloak Woods, Dundas 
and Rattray's Marshes, Beverly Swamp, Hendrie Valley, Hamilton 
Harbour, Windermere Basin, Spring Valley Ravine, Red Hill and 
Oakville Creeks and the Grand River from Caledonia to Cayuga and 
north of Brantford. 

November 6, 1988 : 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Temperature: 7°C to 4°C. 
Winds strong SW, overcast with showers at times. A total of 72 
observers in 29 parties. Total party hours: 187 plus 2 stationary 
parties at feeders. 

Red-throated Loon 2; Common Loon 24; Pied-billed Grebe X (low); 
Horned Grebe 7; Red-necked Grebe 45; Northern Gannet 1 (JCo,AE, 
AJ,DMi,TS); Double-crested Cormorant 9; Great Blue Heron 36; Black- 
crowned Night-Heron 6; Tundra Swan 2; Mute Swan 18; Snow Goose 4; 
Brant 1; Canada Goose 3670; Wood Duck 5; Green-winged Teal 274; 
American Black Duck 538; Mallard 1116; Northern Pintail 9_8; Blue¬ 
winged Teal 6; Northern Shoveler 200 ; Gadwall 916 ; American Wigeon 
6 (low); Canvasback 38; Redhead !5 (low); Ring-necked Duck 1; 
Greater Scaup 358; Lesser Scaup 741; Oldsquaw 91 (low); Black 
Scoter 1; Surf Scoter 2; White-winged Scoter 20; Common Goldeneye 
188; Bufflehead 210; Hooded Merganser 93; Common Merganser 112? 
Red-breasted Merganser 186; Ruddy Duck 43; Northern Harrier 8; 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 2; Cooper's Hawk 1; Northern Goshawk 2; Red¬ 
shouldered Hawk 1; Red-tailed Hawk 137; Rough-legged Hawk 3; 
American Kestrel 62; Ring-necked Pheasant 2; Ruffed Grouse 10; 
American Coot .3 (low); Black-bellied Plover 4; Lesser Golden-Plover 
9; Killdeer 56; Greater Yellowlegs 14; Lesser Yellowlegs 4; 
Sanderling 3; Pectoral Sandpiper 24; Dunlin 682; Common Snipe 3; 
American Woodcock 1; Pomarine Jaeger 1 (m.obs.); Bonaparte's Gull 
3; Ring-billed Gull 5449 ; Herring Gull 608 (low); Great Black- 
backed Gull 149; Rock Dove 918; Mourning Dove 466; Eastern Screech- 
Owl 1; Great Horned Owl 2 (low); Belted Kingfisher 16; Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker 1; Downy Woodpecker 100; Hairy Woodpecker lj^ 
(low); Northern Flicker 22; Pileated Woodpecker 5; Eastern Phoebe 
1; Horned Lark 66; Blue Jay 436; American Crow 855; Black-capped 
Chickadee 1183; Tufted Titmouse 3 (TC,JL); Red-breasted Nuthatch 
32; White-breasted Nuthatch 70; Brown Creeper 21 (low); Carolina 
Wren 2; Winter Wren 11? Marsh Wren 1; Golden-crowned Kinglet 201; 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 13; Eastern Bluebird 3; Hermit Thrush 8; 
American Robin 402; Northern Mockingbird 11; Water Pipit 2 (low); 
Cedar Waxwing 2649 ; Northern Shrike 3; European Starling 7080; 
Orange-crowned Warbler 2; Nashville Warbler 1; Yellow-rumped 
Warbler (low); Common Yellowthroat 1; Northern Cardinal 229; 
American Tree Sparrow 462; Chipping Sparrow 1; Fox Sparrow 7; Song 
Sparrow 70; Swamp Sparrow 18; White-throated Sparrow 65; White- 
crowned Sparrow 10; Dark-eyed Junco 682; Snow Bunting 75; Red¬ 
winged Blackbird 538; Rusty Blackbird 177; Common Grackle 22; 
Brown-headed Cowbird 6; Purple Finch 25; House Finch 240 ; American 
Goldfinch 304; Evening Grosbeak 3; House Sparrow 1134. 
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Total : 119 species; 34,991 individuals. 

Observers : Hazel Broker, George Bryant, Gerry Chappie, Jim Coey, 
George Coker, Ted Cole, Dave Collins, Jim Cram, Bob Curry, Rob 
Dobos, Jim Dowall, Bruce Duncan (co-compiler), Gloria Emery, Alf 
Epp, Lois Evans, Luke Fazio, Bob Finlavson, Barb Foell, Brad Foell, 
Sheila Forbes, Denys Gardiner, Kathleen Gardiner, Alex Gray, Donald 
Gunn, Bev Hettrick, Aileen Hiller, Ray Hughes, Alvaro Jaramillo, 
Mark Jennings, Shirley Klernent, John Lambert, Marg Lernon, Dorothy 
Leslie, Dennis Lewington, Gwen Lewington, Bernie Lukasiak, Margaret 
Mackenzie, Don Malena, Doug McCallum, Sheldon McGregor, Kevin 
McLaughlin (co-compiler), Erwin Meissner, Dave Milsom, Lorelie 
Mitchell, George Naylor, Jean Niskanen, John Olmsted, Tom Parsons, 
Mary Pomfret, Norm Pomfret, Dave Powell, Thelma Powell, Jirn 
Pringle, Bill Read, Anne Reid, Tom Reid, Linda Roe, Paul Rose, 
Dorothy Russell, Tim Sabo, Irene Schmidt, Marion Scholz, Bill 
Smith, Paul Smith, Mike Street, Peter Van Dyken, Rob Waldhuber, 
Harry Walker, Marie Walker, Phil Walker, Chauncev Wood. (Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club, South-Peel Naturalists' Club, Kitchener-Waterloo 
Field Naturalists). 

A couple of much sought after rarities highlighted the 15th 
annual Fall Bird Count. Northern Gannet finally put in an 
appearance, although birds were seen before and after the counts 
in 1983 and 1987. A first-winter individual flew by a fortunate 
group at the increasingly popular "jaeger-watching' spot on Van 
Wagner's Beach. The same location yielded a Pomarine Jaeger, for 
only the second count record, the other being in 1976. This was 
one of a group of seven birds of this species which lingered 
offshore for about two weeks, the biggest "flock" ever seen in 
Ontario. The bird repeatedly cruised up and down the shoreline, 
harassing "bread-fed" Ring-billed Gulls, and afforded many 
observers their best, and for some, first views of the species. 

Otherwise, probably due to the cold, wet, windy conditions, 
not only on count day but throughout October, numbers were low for 
many species, particularly land birds. Sparrows and blackbirds 
were generally in low numbers, and the record low total for Yellow- 
rumped Warbler is indicative of an earlv "clearing-out" of migrants 
this year. 

The 119 species seen this year compares with the fifteen year 
average of 124. The participant total of 72 is the third highest 
for the count, with the previous highs being 74 and 83 in 1982 and 
1983, respectively. With the addition of Northern Gannet., the 
cumulative total since 1974 now stands at 203. 

The underlined totals reflect record lows and highs of 
individuals for those species. The underlined species require 
written documentation -to the Ontario Bird Records Committee for 
Northern Gannet and Pomarine Jaeger, and to the Hamilton Bird 
Records Committee for Tufted Titmouse. 

The compilers would like to thank all participants for their 
cooperation again on the count this year. 



Notice Board 


Need a Ride to the Regular Monthly Meeting? 

HNC members who cannot attend our regular monthly meetings 
due to a lack of transportation may contact Pierre Arnold at 648- 
2519, who will do his best to arrange a ride for them. Also, if 
you would be willing to drive someone to the meetings, please 
contact Pierre and let him know. 


Bird Boxes Built 

Cecil Henderson would greatly enjoy building bird nest boxes 
for any Club members who wish to have them. He just requires the 
plans for the boxes and to be reimbursed for the cost of materials. 
If you are interested call Cecil at 573-3789. 


Birding Trip Guides 

Bob Westmore is willing to give advice or lend his birding 
guides, maps and other information to members who may be planning 
birding trips to Florida, England or Australia. Bob, who has much 
experience travelling and birding in these areas, can be reached 
at 526-1575. 


Sweatshirts 

We are still selling our new sweatshirts to commemorate the 
HNC's 70th anniversary in 1989, which sport artwork depicting two 
Wood Ducks in flight, by Ron Ridout. The shirts come in two 
colours, light blue or light yellow. The only sizes left are 
adults extra large and small, and youths large, medium and small. 
The cost is $25.00 for adults and $23.00 for youths sizes. They 
can be purchased at the next Club meeting or from Rob Dobos at 648- 
0435. 


Conservation Study Group Meeting 

The date for the next meeting is Monday, January 30, 1989, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Royal Botanical Gardens Nature Centre. The topic 
of this informal meeting will be wetlands issues. We will be 
discussing the Ministry of Natural Resources draft wetlands policy 
statement, will be viewing the Federation of Ontario Naturalists' 
wetlands video, and giving updates on local wetlands of concern, 
such as Windermere Basin, Van Wagner's Ponds and Cootes Paradise. 
For more information call Brian McHattie (561-3727) or Rob Dobos 
(648-0435). Please attend this informative and interesting 
session. 


Ed. note: If you have an announcement or notice that would be of 
interest to our Club members please send it to me for inclusion in 
this new feature. 
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ilUmber of species recorded to November 30, 1083 = 2G5 
* indicates first record, for the year 
F indicates first record for the miqration 
L indicates last record, for the miqration 

Underlined species or elates indicates that ’-written documentation is required 
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Please send your bird records for 

December by the 10th of January,. 1985, to 


khrk Jennings , #300 3348 Lakeshore Rl. F.. , Burlington, Cnt. L7L 4Z2, 

or phone 632-2210. 
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THE WOOD DUCK 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. 
THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to May 
inclusive and it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be 
addressed to the Editor: Rob Dobos, 1319 Book Rd. W., R.R. # 1 
Jersevvllle, Ontario, LOR IRQ. 

Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month 
preceding publication date. 

Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines 
should be included. 

Articles in the WOOD DUCK reflect the views of the authors and are 
not necessarily the views endorsed by the Hamilton Naturalists' 
C1 ub. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: Mark Jennings, #308-5348 Lakeshore 
Rd. E., Burlington, Ontario, L7L 4Z2. 



